Dear Parents and Carers,
As we reach the end of another academic year, most people begin to talk about
'getting to the end' or use terms like "we are nearly there!".
From a personal perspective, whilst it's nice to have a break, it feels less like that
at Bowden House than anywhere I have educated young people.
A large part of this comes from the family atmosphere that both staff and
students have created at the school. We spend more time with each other than
the families we come from so it stands to reason that, we should make this time
valuable, nurturing, and supportive.
The last few weeks have really created an atmosphere at Bowden that I haven't
seen since before the pandemic, and this is in no small measure down to the
incredible turn out at sports day and the amazing attitudes of our young men on
camp week.
We often talk at Bowden about the 'three-legged stool'. If you remove a leg of a
stool designed like this, it falls. If we think of the three legs as students, parents,
and carers and finally, teachers...then we always manage to keep our eyes on the
prize...improving the life chances of the young men in our care.
Please enjoy your summers, look after your family unit, support each other
when things get tough and remember that if you think about the
'we' before the 'me' then you won't go far wrong.
See you in September…
Mr Dunsdon
Deputy Headteacher

This term we have been looking at different ways to use cement the boys have been
forming and making concrete pots made from old towels and a strong mix of cement.
The towels were saturated in a cement slurry and then placed over some old rubbish
bins. The dried pots were then painted and will be taken home or given as gifts.
In other lessons the boys have been making remote controlled (RC) cars from kits.
Each car takes about 7-8 hours to complete, and once they are made they are ready to
be personalized with paint and stickers. The boys can then race them at the RC club.
They are great fun and also give the boys new skill and get them to look assembly and
mechanical engineering.
As always we let the boys try to fix up old bikes that can be taken home if they are safe
to do so. Finally our year 11’s have been working on their plumbing and plastering
skills.

Here at Bowden Primary the summer term has been a very active one, with the kids getting
engaged in lots of exciting activities. A particular highlight this term has been our regular horse
-riding sessions. Olivia, De’vontai and Akeem have all shown both great enthusiasm and
commitment every week – we are all looking forward to carrying this on after the summer!
Another favourite are our regular farm trips. Jack and Olivia have been going every week,
helping feed and look after the pigs, chickens, and all the other animals. Most recently we
cleaned out the pigs water trough and gave the pig a shower with the hose to help it cool down
in the boiling heat!
We’ve also been having lots of fun on our trips to Urban Adventures in Mile End park along
with the boys from Ben Jonson, where we’ve been mountain biking, canoeing and – most
recently – climbing.
Back in school De’vontai and Olivia have been having amazing cooking
lessons as always from Alex, where amongst other things we have
made naan breads, full English breakfasts, and refreshing summer
salads.
As always, we have enjoyed having visitors from ‘Big Bowden’,
including Simon, Tracy, Katy and Aaron and Milo. Milo has been
especially popular and it has been great taking him for a walk in the
park in the sun.
Everyone is looking forward to the 1st Annual Bowden Summer BBQ in
the last week of term where we are going to have fun and celebrate the
first year of Bowden Primary!

Well, I can’t believe we are here already, rounding up another year in
Lime Group! It has been a very successful year for all of our
students.
We have welcomed new faces to the group and in typical Lime Group fashion, our
existing students were warm and supportive from the outset, and our new guys have
settled in very well as a result.
As well as welcoming in new faces, sadly we also had to say goodbye to two of our
existing group members. Although, sad that they are no longer with us, it was a pleasure
seeing Jonathan and TJ transition into Purple Group successfully and both students are
doing very well.
As always, our students have enjoyed many activities this year, with us even managing
to squeeze in some new ones (jump-in inflatable park, using the local bike and scooter
parks and laser tag Brighton).

It makes us proud to see all of our students building and improving upon the skills. But I
think one of our proudest achievements this year, was to have two of our students
invested in our local Scout group. Well done to Jonathan and Joshua for making us
proud and being exemplary ambassadors for Lime Group and for Bowden House
School.
Well done to all our students for succeeding this year. It has been a pleasure
and a privilege for all of us staff, to play a part in your journeys.
Have a fantastic summer and we look forward to
seeing you all in September.
Lime Group Staff

We have continued with the
focus and development of
vocabulary
across
the
curriculum
by
teaching
“Words of the week” (these
are key curriculum specific
words) and celebrating the
use of good vocabulary with
“word power awards”. Our
word power winners this
term include: “flunked” from
Cody and “synchronicity”
from Blake.
Over the holidays you might like to try the word search with some of last
terms words of the week in (prize for the first person to complete it!).

We have all been busy
collecting oracy superstar
stickers. These are awarded
for different oracy targets
each fortnight. For the last
two weeks we have been given stickers when we acknowledge we don’t
understand and ask for support. This is not as easy as it sounds and
requires confidence and resilience. The 5 students with the most
stickers this term are Jonathan, Karter, Joshua R, Frazer and Reese.
Reese was rewarded with lunch out and the others took part in the
Bowden House Bey Blade battle with Andy and Jane.

This term we also all completed our annual reading, spelling and
vocabulary tests. Again we have seen really significant progress in all
areas. The average vocabulary age increased from 10 year 5 months to 11
years 9 months, the reading age from 10 years 8 months to 12 years and
the spelling age from 9 years 2 months to 10 years 3 months.

Over the past few weeks in RSHE, students have been learning about consent and
healthy relationships. For Cougars, Tigers, Leopards and Lynx, this has involved
discussion of what consent means and why capacity, freedom and choice are
important. We have looked at what behaviours might suggest that something is wrong,
and what people could do about it. Leopards have also looked at what is meant by
sexual harassment and how to spot and report this.

Following from this, students in Tigers, Lynx and Pumas have been extremely mature
when learning about sensitive topics such as female genital mutilation. The Lions have
focused on GCSE Citizenship topics this term, including what different types of taxes
and welfare we have in The UK and what punishments exist for different crimes. Over
the next few weeks, most students will be exploring different jobs and careers,
stereotypes associated with these jobs, and the kind of things they might want to do in
the future.
At the end of last term, all students participated fantastically in a whole-school RSHE
day. This involved visitors delivering workshops, within which students practised first
aid techniques and CPR, learnt about fire safety and listened to a talk from the Terrence
Higgins Trust on living with HIV. They also made smoothies with Ms Hayden and Mr
Wells, whilst learning about healthy foods.

In year 11, Bowden House students are given the
opportunity to attend college one day a week. There
are a variety of courses available and it gives the
students a taster of what they can expect when they
are in college full time.
Four of our students this year have attended both
Brighton MET College and Plumpton College.
Subjects chosen were Construction, Equine and
Animal Management. Most of the courses are
accredited so they receive a certificate for a Level 1
Award course.
All students really enjoyed their courses and all of
them have chosen full time courses for September.
I am so proud of all these students for doing so well
on their courses and I wish them lots of for the luck
for the future. Congratulations to Kai, Tyler, Liam and
Ethan.
Ms J Hayden - Head of Careers and College.

This year has seen the students confidence
and skills grow in equal measure. We have
had a wonderful year enjoying a wide range
of activities both inside and out, across the
South Coast! Looking ahead to next year all
students will be given the opportunity to
head out with the ACE department every
week, as we introduce our new Discover,
Develop, Excel curriculum.

Our year 11’s may have moved on to pastures new but we have plenty of Art
Superstars in the making rising up through the ranks. The Art produced across
the school continues to amaze and delight all of us!

As part of our Year 11 leavers celebrations, most of the students
travelled back up to London to visit one of their favourite
restaurants! Staff and students had a wonderful time,
reminiscing over their years at the school and discussing their
plans for the future, as they take their next steps in education.
We say a fond farewell to Tyler, Preston, Kaya, Ethan, Cody, Ali,
Liam and Kai, remember you are always welcome to come and
visit!

We have had a fantastic final term in Food Technology and welcomed back a few
students who have not visited food tech for a while!
Year 11 students worked hard towards their BTEC L1 Home Cooking Skills. The
students had to choose a recipe, select ingredients, cook the dishes by reading and
following the recipe and present the dishes. The students had to work independently
and a member of staff gave feedback on the dishes.
All students completed the relevant paperwork and everything was submitted to the
examination board. We are pleased to announce that all students passed the BTEC L1
Home Cooking Skills. We are really proud of the students, a massive well done to
Ethan, Kaya, Liam and Preston. (Apologies to Preston we accidentally deleted your
photos - Mr. File)

The Summer term brings to an end the Art & Design journey for our Year 11
Students. To see all their collective works together ready for the visiting
external moderator was a joy to be seen. We are so proud of the quality
and quantity of work the students have produced. Well done everyone!

Sending a big hello to everyone at Bowden House from Bavaria. The sausages in
Germany are pretty good and I really like exploring the forests, but predictably, Rachel
and I miss you all lots. Wishing you a good summer, Scout xxx.

The Bungalow is open to our younger students, as a dedicated learning
environment and a stepping stone between their previous primary schools
and the wider Bowden House community. We welcomed our new boys who
have been working hard across all subjects. Dillon and Frazer have both
settled fantastically and are producing some amazing work in their Maths,
English, Science, Topic and RSHE lessons. Both boys have been extremely
focused and a pleasure to have in class. We are all looking forward to
welcoming our new students into the Bungalow in September.

Purple Group have enjoyed a term full of fun activities – old
and some new! The sun has been shining lots which has
made for some great games of football and rounders on the
school field. In addition to this, the boys have especially loved visiting different local parks
to play football and tag, and to socialise. The good weather has also allowed for several
BBQ’s, both at the woods and at school. The boys loved getting involved and cooking the
food for the group.
A few new activities that have been enjoyed this term include; Skate World, Crazy Golf,
Scootering, Tennis and Jumpin Fun Inflatable Park. Jumpin has been particularly popular
amongst all the boys, with a swim at the Triangle Leisure Centre after! Also new to Purple
Group, the boys were lucky enough to enjoy a sunny evening kayaking at Cuckmere Haven.
This term saw the return of the Inclusion & Diversity Calendar; therefore, the boys have
taken part in activities to do with events from the calendar including; World Photography
Day, Make Music Day and World Bee Day. Make Music Day was a real hit with the DJ decks
and the boys all coming together to produce music. Since then the boys have had ago with
the DJ decks on numerous occasions and thoroughly enjoyed it! There is some amazing
talent in Purple Group!
This term we said goodbye to two students, Reese and Lenney, who transitioned into Blue
Group for the next stage of their Bowden House journey. Their transitions were both very
positive and they are enjoying their time in their new group. With this, we then welcomed
two new boys into Purple Group, TJ and Jonathan. These two students came from Lime
Group and have had a superb and smooth transition into the group. The current Purple
boys have been extremely welcoming and friendly and everyone has fitted in
well together. The friendships in the group have gone from
strength to strength!
We hope all the boys have a fantastic summer
break, and we look forward to welcoming
everyone back next academic
year, refreshed and
ready to go!

In topic this term we have been using maps to navigate, taking photos of different
human and physical geographical areas and using a compass. We have completed
some field work sampling different ponds for different invertebrates and have drawn
sketch maps of the area. In history I had the pleasure of taking a selection of students
to the Historic Dockyards in Portsmouth, we saw the Mary Rose and stood on the
Victory, a really rewarding experience for everyone involved. We have started to look at
the D Day landings, and how Seaford and Newhaven played an important part in the
shipment of troops to France during WW2.
I have also had the pleasure of taking students on several trips locally, such as the
Brighton aquarium, the Brighton Museum, the bug park in Peacehaven and Knockhatch
adventure park. These visits have proved to be a great success and the boys have
enjoyed the experiences as the photos show...

In the PE department the school had their final Key Stage 3 fixture of the school year, Bowden
House welcomed two new students to the squad in Dillon and Louie who both made their debuts
for the school.
In a very competitive fixture the game ended a draw, Bowden who initially went 4 goals down
managed an inspired come back to level the game 4-4 goals from Bret Kerman and a hat trick
from Jarid Samuel.
Bowden House welcomed Parents and Carers alike to the school for the annual sports day, the
first for 3 years, due to the pandemic. This showcase event for the PE department was a day full
of sunshine, fun and sporting prowess. The day saw Shotput, Bocca, and Nerf throwing events
added to the list of activities for everyone to take part in.
Old favourites such as the 100 metre sprint and hurdles where also taken part in, not just by our
current crop of Bowden athletes but also some returning former students who had made the
journey to visit the school.
Football coaching by Brighton and Hove Albion football club was a particular favourite by many
of the students. A huge thank you to all who helped with the running of the day and to all who
engaged with the activity’s on offer

This term in blue group has been a term of change and transition,
with our year 11’s sadly leaving us to begin their next steps into
further education, they were a huge part of the blue group family
and will be greatly missed. But as one chapter closes another swiftly opens, we’ve
since welcomed the new arrivals of Lenny and Reese into the group. Both boys have
brought a different element to the group with the various interests and skills, Also the
maturity they have both shown since making the transition into Blue group makes
them a real credit to the staff and themselves.
The boys have shown a lot of interest this term in trying new sports and activities with
Scootering, Basketball, 4 Square, Football, Rounders just a few of the activities they
enjoy partaking in. The teamwork, friendship and sportsmanship they show is really
brilliant to watch and long may it continue. They have really enjoyed our weekly trips
to Preston Park to the basketball courts where there are many like-minded members
of the public that share the same passion for basketball as the boys have discovered,
this has also shown a vast improvement on their ability to socialize with other groups
of people outside of school as they always mix up teams and the boys are always
willing to take tips and advice from people with more experience and knowledge of
Basketball.
All of the boys in blue group have continued to thrive individually as well
as a collective, they have a really positive attitude towards almost
anything they face. It’s not only a great term but a great year,
we look forward to welcoming you all back in
September ready for another year
of growing and achieving
brilliant things.
Enjoy!

Six Bowden students made the journey to Lambeth to visit the Imperial War Museum.
All of the boys had just finished Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Private Peaceful’ or studied life in
the trenches of WW1 this term.
They were delighted to be given the opportunity to see some of the weapons and
vehicles they had read about and spent time looking at the letters soldiers wrote home
to loved ones, describing the horrors of life on front line.
As a number of the boys have begun studying WW2 in Topic they also visited the WW2
gallery, and saw first-hand the bomb shelters Londoners constructed to protect
themselves from Germain air riads during the Blitz.

All the boys are excited that there will be a new exhibition in the Autumn documenting
the history of computer games set in war and conflict.
A special mention is due to all the students who worked incredibly hard to complete
their final GCSE English Language exams this term. It was a gruelling journey that
needed resilience, determination and skill. The final exams were two and a half hours
long each! But you persevered, you found and analysed quotations and created your
own, original fiction and non-fiction, under pressure. We are incredibly proud of all you
have achieved this year...whatever the final results are. We wish you well on your next
adventures.
The English Department is extremely sad to see the departure of Mr. Foster who has
made an indelibly positive impact on his students (and his colleagues.) A heartfelt
thanks for everything and good luck in pastures new.
Finally. We wish all our Bowden family excellent summers and look forward to
welcoming you back in September!

What a term it has been in science. Students have made record amounts of progress,
achieving stickers in biology, chemistry and physics.
Together we have worked out the average speed of our boys, dissected hearts, fish
and even an octopus. The work done in chemistry has at times been quite explosive
with students learning about exothermic and endothermic chemical reactions.
One of the outcomes of all the wonderful investigating and experimenting is that the
science classroom is now adorned with some wonderful images of our boys
demonstrating their skills and presenting our key words.
I look forward to another exciting and science filled term in September

The SUMMER Break is from
Monday 25th July - Friday 2nd September 2022
Students will commence a phased return
from Monday 5th September 2022
Depending on your child’s age and year group, the exact time and
date of their return to school will vary, during the week
of the 5th - 9th September. Students will not be in school all week.
All details of return pick up times / transport will be
communicated via School Ping and by letter or phone call.
All students will return to school full time from
Monday 12th September 2022

Main Office - 01323 893138
8.30am - 5.00pm Monday
Thursday / 8.30am - 4.00pm Friday
Evening Care Contact Numbers
Seniors Emergency Contact - 01323 875209
Lime Group – 01323 875202 / 875205 (Evenings only)
Purple – 01323 875201 / 875207 (Evenings only)
Blue –01323 875204 / 875208 (Evenings only)
Post 16 -01323 875206 (Evenings only)
**Please note you will hear an engaged tone if these phones are in use**
Escort Contacts
Escort phones are on Monday’s 6am-9am / Friday’s 12pm- 3.30pm
Escort Mobile Numbers: 07395 832999 or 07850 773780 or 07803 147443
Email Contacts
Main Office - office@bowdenhouse.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Student and Family Co-ordinator - eanderton@bowdenhouse.towerhamlets.sch.uk

